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Jewish home away from home

Where every Jew is 

family and Judaism 

with a smile — these 

are mottoes of the 

Chabad Jewish 

Center of Pudong 

in Shanghai. It 

welcomes all Jews 

and holds religious 

observances, 

celebrations and 

social activities. 

Nie Xin reports.

Many Jew-
ish families 
gathered at the 
Chabad Jewish 

Center of Pudong on May 22 
to celebrate Lag Baomer, a 
day of festivities and tradi-
tional activities including a 
bonfire and a barbecue. 

Lag Baomer is a festive 
day on the Jewish calendar, 
celebrating the legacy of 
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, 
the author of the “Zohar,” 
the landmark text of Kab-
balah, or Jewish mysticism. 
One of the main themes of 
the holiday is the Jewish 
tradition that one should love 
and respect others as they do 
themselves.

There was lots of food and 
drink, singing and dancing 
and special activities for 
children.

American Glenn Leibow-
itz, who arrived in Shanghai 
five years ago, works for 
a management consulting 
firm. He went to the party 
with his wife and two young 
children. Mrs Leibowitz, a 
cellist who graduated from 
the Julliard School in New 
York, performed Jewish 
melodies at the party.

The party is one of many 
activities organized by the 
Chabad Jewish Center of 
Pudong. 

The center holds weekly 
services every Friday night 
and a monthly dinner on the 
first Friday of each month, 
when participants enjoy typi-
cal Jewish fare.

The Chabad Pudong, 
which opened in 2005, 
is led by Rabbi Avraham 
Greenberg and his wife Ne-
chamie Greenberg. Around 
120 families are regular 
members.

The center provides a Jew-
ish home away from home, 
for all Jews in Pudong (and 
elsewhere). 

“The Chabad helps to 
ensure Jewish identity and 
continuity through a variety 
of educational and social 
services that increase Jew-
ish pride, knowledge and 
commitment,” says Rabbi 
Greenberg, He says the 
Chabad mottoes are: A home 
away from home for all Jews 
regardless of background or 
level of observance; Here 
every Jew is family. 

Greenberg was born 
in Israel and pursued 
rabbinical studies in the 
United States. He moved to 
Shanghai around six years 
ago, seeking an opportunity 
to contribute to the global 
Jewish community.

There are now two Jewish 
centers in Shanghai. The 
other, and the first, was 
founded in the Hongqiao 
area in 1998 by Greenberg’s 
brother, Rabbi Shalom 
Greenberg. It has around 
500 families as regular 
members. Both brothers are 
from Israel.

“With more and more 
expatriates moving or set-
tling in Pudong, we found it 
necessary to found another 

center here,” says Rabbi 
Avraham Greenberg.

The Chabad Jewish Center 
of Pudong welcomes all 
Jews, whether they are from 
reform, conservative, or 
orthodox backgrounds, and 
regardless of nationality. 
Most members are from 
Israel, the United States, 
Europe, South America and 
South Africa.

In addition, several hun-
dred businessmen, students, 
artists and others from 
around the world take part 
in the center’s activities 
throughout the year.

Non-Jewish family mem-
bers, such as Leibowitz’s 
wife, are welcome.

The community only 
accepts members who are 
foreign passport holders.

Both centers organize fes-
tivities and observances for 
all Jewish holidays, includ-
ing Hanukkah, Passover and 
Rosh Hoshana. 

They offer clubs and pro-
grams such as the Women’s 
Circle, Power Breakfast, 
Lunch and Learn, Men’s 
Night Out and Teen Club for 
teenage girls, among others.

The Jewish community 
has deep bonds with Shang-
hai, dating back to the 19th 
century. It offered shelter 
to Jewish refugees escaping 
persecuting during World 
War II. Unlike almost every 
other country, it waived 
visa requirements. Jewish 
businessmen also helped 
build the city and some of 

its most important buildings. 
Shanghai’s Jewish com-
munity at its peak numbered 
more than 30,000.

“Many thousands of Jews 
were saved thanks to the 
kindness of the Chinese 
people,” says Leibowitz, 
“Jews feel they share a lot in 
common with the Chinese 
people, and admire the 
culture and long history of 
China.”

He says both Jews and 
Chinese have a language that 
has been in use for thou-
sands of years, both cultures 
place a very high value on 
education and each is rooted 
in family values.

As the Jewish community 
has grown and flourished 
in Shanghai, the Chinese 
government and people 
have been welcoming and 
supportive.

The Jewish community 
has contributed to the city 
through business and trade, 
providing job opportuni-
ties, purchasing goods and 
services and volunteering 
to various activities that 
benefit Chinese society in 
general.

“To hold parties, the most 
difficult thing is to prepare 
typical Jewish foods,” says 
Rabbi Avraham Greenberg. 
Almost all the kosher foods, 
like cheese, meat and milk 
products are imported.

Members make donations 
to cover the costs of events 
and parties; the amount 
depends on members.

Chabad Jewish Center of 

Pudong

Tel: 5878-2008

For more information

Website: www.

jewishpudong.com

E-mail: info@

jewishpudong.com

Shanghai Jewish Center 

(Hongqiao area)

Tel: 6278-0225

For more information

Website: www.

chinajewish.org

E-mail: info@chinajewish.

org

Children play drums at a party organized by Chabad Jewish Center of Pudong. — Photos by Laura Imkamp

Rabbi Avraham Greenberg hosts a party on May 22 to 

celebrate the Jewish festival of Lag Baomer.

A boy is eager for Jewish food during a celebration at the 

Chabad Jewish Center of Pudong.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


